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Paris has been named one of Canada’s prettiest

little towns. Its home to waterfalls, delectable

desserts, and historic buildings. You’ll be swept

away by its charm, lovely people, and scenic spot in

the heart of Ontario. And while it may be one of

Ontario’s small towns, there are plenty of perfect

things to do in Paris Ontario.

If you’re looking for somewhere to go for a
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weekend getaway in Ontario then Paris is the

perfect place. And I’ve got your Paris trip planning

covered. From things to do in Paris Ontario to how

to get there, as well as where to stay and where to

eat.

How to Get to Paris

Paris is located in Southern Ontario’s Brant County.

Only a half hour drive west of Hamilton or an hour

and half from Toronto. Close enough for a weekend

getaway or even a perfect day trip.

For route suggestions, I recommend taking

Highway 401 and getting off at 24, heading

towards Cambridge. Then get off on 14 going west

for a scenic drive into Paris.

Related Post: Things to do in Brant County – from

History to Hiking

Things to do in Paris
Ontario

Visit Penman’s Dam

Hey there, I'm Stephanie and am the Canadian

gal behind The World As I See It. I have a

passion for travel, wildlife and the great

outdoors! Through my blog I will take you along

on my journey exploring my own backyard of

Ontario to cities around the globe. I hope you

will be inspired to get out and explore!
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A great first stop in Paris is the historic Penman’s

Dam. It was built over 100 years ago by the

Penman clothing company to provide waterpower

to run their mills. But it now provides a perfect spot

to rest and relax with a picnic, take in the faux

waterfall, and must be seen at night. Every evening

at dusk Penman’s Dam is lit by spectacular colours.

Known as “Lighting of the Paris Falls”, you can best

view it from the William Street Bridge.

Cobblestone Tour

Whether you’re a history buff or fan of incredible

architecture then you’ll love Paris. Known as the

Cobblestone Capital of Canada, Paris is home to a

dozen pristine cobblestone buildings and even a

few garden walls. Doing a tour around town to see

the cobblestone buildings was one of my favourite

things to do in Paris.

There are 12 homes and 2 cobblestone churches

left in Paris. These Paris cobblestone buildings were

all built around the mid-1800’s. This artful masonry

work was brought here by the famous New York

architect Levi Boughton. He chose rounded, lake

washed, cobblestones to create these works of art.

Some of the buildings are made of over 14,000

cobblestones, all drawn from the Nith and Grand

Rivers. And nowhere else in Canada will you see

this many cobblestone structures in one place. If

you’re looking for more history in Paris you can

download a self-guided historic walking tour of

Paris here.
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Go for a Hike

If you know me, you’ll know I’m always on the hunt

for hiking trails wherever I go. And Paris is no

different. It’s a beautiful place for many reasons,

incredible architecture, a picturesque downtown,

and also because the stunning nature that

surrounds it. So, I couldn’t leave out hiking as one of

the top things to do in Paris Ontario.

There are over 100 kilometres of trails around Paris

and its forests are significant as they are the only

Carolinian Forests in Canada. One great trail in Paris

to check out is the Cambridge to Paris Rail Trail.

This 18 kilometre trail runs along an old rail bed. It

also follows the Grand River with various overlooks

to stop and soak in the scenery. For more trails

near Paris visit here.

Raft the Grand River

One of the top things to do in Paris Ontario for

adventure buffs is to raft the Grand River. The

Grand River is a designated Heritage River and has

stretches of slow and fast currents. You can canoe,

kayak or enjoy a whitewater rafting experience on

this majestic river. And even if it’s your first time,

don’t be shy, you can join one of the great guided

tours with Grand River Rafting.

Telephone History

Did you know that Alexander Graham Bell invented

the telephone in Brant County? Not only did this

historic event happen here in Ontario, but there’s

even a Paris connection. On August 10, 1876 Bell’s

first long-distance phone call was received at what

was then Robert White Shoe Store in Paris, Ontario.

It might not have been the long distance we think

of today, as it was received from Brantford, Ontario,

only around 10 kilometres. But this was huge and

history-making at the time!

And you can see the plaque in downtown Paris

noting where it occurred. Be sure to swing by the

Dominion Telegraph Event Centre at the corner of
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Grand River Street North and William Street. And if

you want to learn more consider a visit to the Bell

Homestead National Historic Site, a 20 minute

drive from Paris.

Where to Stay in Paris

Paris is home to beautiful Bed & Breakfasts, some

in historic homes. There are also plenty of Airbnb

options and even a couple of Motels. But in my

opinion, the best place to stay in Paris is The

Arlington Hotel. It’s perfectly located in downtown

Paris. Built in the early 1850‘s it was constructed in

a chateau style and is now an Ontario Heritage Site.

To book your stay at the Arlington click here now!

The Arlington is a boutique hotel that combines

historic charm with an imaginative literary theme.

Each of their 24 rooms are decorated with iconic

authors or creative minds in mind. There’s a Jane

Austen suite, an enchanted J.R.R. Tolkien room, and

my favourite – the Ernest Hemingway suite.

Veggie Quesadilla at 2 Rivers Restaurant

Where to Eat in Paris

Paris, Ontario is a foodie’s paradise. There is

everything from fine dining to pub fair. So there is

something for everyone’s palate. And the best part

is many of the restaurants along Grand River Street

offer patios overlooking the Grand River.

A few great restaurants to eat in Paris are; 2 Rivers,

Midtown Kitchen, Stillwaters, and edit Restaurant –

located in the Arlington Hotel. Looking for a pub?

Try Cobblestone Public House. Looking for a top-

notch pizza? Head to Paris Surf.

Beyond restaurants, there are cafés, like Blue Dog

Coffee Roasters located in Wincey Mills. Wincey

Mills is a historic building that now houses offices

and a great market you can shop in and even grab

something to eat. And if you’re looking for more

treats check out Chocolate Sensations and the
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Paris Bakery – established in 1927.

Disclaimer: This post contains affiliate links. In clicking

through and purchasing from these links you will not

be charged anything extra but I will receive a small

commission.
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